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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Continued Prosecution Application 

1 . The request filed on October 30, 2002 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/156,31 1 is acceptable and a CPA has 
been established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 60-96 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 60-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peterson et 
al. (U.S. 6,324,522) in view of Wiecha (U.S. Patent No. 5,870,7176). 

5. As per claims 60, 66, 67, 69, 70, 79, 80, 81, 82, 89, 96, Peterson et al teach a part 
management information system (electronic information network for invention control) for 



Application/Control Number: 09/156,3 1 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3621 

managing order placed and order received (new orders, orders processed, orders in process) by 
shops displaced as independent work unit (see abstract, fig, 14, 18, column 4 lines 27-5 lines 17), 
comprising communication means for communicating data indicating statuses of orders received 
and placed (new orders, orders in process), orders received (new orders) and orders placed 
(orders placed) (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40) determining whether data input by 
the communication mean is orders received and placed (new orders, orders in process), orders 
received (new orders) and orders placed (orders placed) an control display of a combination of 
an icon corresponding of an icon corresponding to a management item and data indicating a 
status of the management item represented by the icon (see column fig 15, column 23 line 5-60). 
Peterson et al fail to teach an inventive concept of display control means for controlling display 
on display means, which determining the status of the order of a combination of an icon 
corresponding to a management item and data indicating a status of the management item 
represented by the icon. However, Weicha teaches an inventive concept of display control means 
for controlling display on display means, which determining the status of the order of a 
combination of an icon corresponding to a management item and data indicating a status of the 
management item represented by the icon (see abstract, fig 6, 7, and 12, column 2 lines 38-49, 
10 lines 38-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Peterson et al's inventive concept to include Wiecha's 
inventive concept of display control means for controlling display on display means, which 
determining the status of the order of a combination of an icon corresponding to a management 
item and data indicating a status of the management item represented by the icon because this 
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would have enhanced the system by providing a greater dynamic inventory and distribution 
method and system. 

6. As per claim 61, 68, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the display control mean 
controls display of a combination of an item indicative of an order placed or an order received 
and an icon corresponding to a management item and wherein the control means determines that 
the input data is an order received and no icon corresponding to a management item on a order - 
received or placed side (see column fig 15, column 23 line 5-60). 

7. As per claim 62, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the data indicating a status of the 
management item is a number of processed orders or orders placed corresponding to a 
management item (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40). 

8. As per claim 63, 64, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the management items is 
displayed as and capable of being added, changed or deleted (see column fig 15, column 23 line 
5-60). 

9. As per claim 65, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the data indicating a status of the 
management item is updated upon downloading (see column fig 15, column 23 line 5-60). 
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10. As per claim 71 , Peterson et al teach a system wherein the data corresponding to the 
plurality of management items are numbers or orders and second display control means control 
display of the number or order (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40) 

11. As per claim 12-15, Peterson et al teach a system further comprising input means 
inputting and initial data for setting up a graph and the number of days setting a period in the 
graph (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40). 

12. As per claims 76, Peterson et al teach a part management information system (electronic 
information network for invention control) (see abstract, fig. 14, 18, column 4 lines 27-5 lines 

1 7), first display control means for controlling display on display means, which determining the 
status of the order (statuses of statuses), selection means for allowing selection of management 
items out or the displayed plurality of management items for the order received or placed (see 
column fig 15, column 23 line 5-60). Peterson et al fail to teach an inventive concept of display 
control means for controlling display on display means of data indicating the number of 
corresponding to the plurality of management items selected by the selection means daily data in 
a form of three-dimensional graph in relation to the selected plurality of management item 
together with the management of item controlled to be displayed by the first display control 
means. However, Weicha teaches an inventive concept of display control means for controlling 
display on display means of data indicating the number of corresponding to the plurality of 
management items selected by the selection means daily data in a form of three-dimensional 
graph in relation to the selected plurality of management item together with the management of 
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item controlled to be displayed by the first display control means {see abstract, fig 6, 7, and 12, 
column 2 lines 38-49, 10 lines 38-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Peterson et al's inventive concept to 
include Wiecha's inventive concept of display control means for controlling display on display 
means of data indicating the number of corresponding to the plurality of management items 
selected by the selection means daily data in a form of three-dimensional graph in relation to the 
selected plurality of management item together with the management of item controlled to be 
displayed by the first display control means because this would have enhanced the system by 
providing a greater dynamic inventory and distribution method and system. 

13. As per claims 77, 78, 83, 90, Peterson et al teach a part management information system 
{electronic information network for invention control) for managing order placed and order 
received {new orders, orders processed, orders in process) {see abstract, fig. 14, 18, column 4 
lines 27-5 lines 17), comprising communication means for communicating data indicating 
statuses of orders received and placed {new orders, orders in process), orders received {new 
orders) and orders placed (orders placed) (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40) first 
display control means for controlling display on display means, which determining the status of 
the order {statuses of statuses), selection means for allowing selection of management items out 
or the displayed plurality of management items for the order received or placed (see column fig 
15, column 23 line 5-60) Peterson et al fail to teach an inventive concept of display control 
means for controlling display on display means of data indicating the number of corresponding 
to the plurality of management items selected by the selection means daily data in a form of 
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three-dimensional graph in relation to the selected plurality of management item together with 
the management of item controlled to be displayed by the first display control means. However, 
Weicha teaches an inventive concept of display control means for controlling display on display 
means of data indicating the number of corresponding to the plurality of management items 
selected by the selection means daily data in a form of three-dimensional graph in relation to the 
selected plurality of management item together with the management of item controlled to be 
displayed by the first display control means {see abstract, fig 6, 7, and 12, column 2 lines 38-49, 
10 lines 38-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Peterson et al's inventive concept to include Wiecha's 
inventive concept of display control means for controlling display on display means of data 
indicating the number of corresponding to the plurality of management items selected by the 
selection means daily data in a form of three-dimensional graph in relation to the selected 
plurality of management item together with the management of item controlled to be displayed 
by the first display control means because this would have enhanced the system by providing a 
greater dynamic inventory and distribution method and system. 

14. As per claim 84, 85, 91, 92, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the display control 
mean controls display of a combination of an item indicative of an order placed or an order 
received and an icon (see column fig 15, column 23 line 5-60). 

15. As per claim 86-88, 93-95, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the display control 
means comprises a function for displaying a selected management item out of the management 
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of the management items together with a management..,, in the form of table, and for changing 
the position on the display mean (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40). 

16. As per claim 63, 64, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the management items is 
displayed as and capable of being added, changed or deleted (see column fig 15, column 23 line 
5-60). 

17. As per claim 65, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the data indicating a status of the 
management item is updated upon downloading (see column fig 15 f column 23 line 5-60). 

18. As per claim 71, Peterson et al teach a system wherein the data corresponding to the 
plurality of management items are numbers or orders and second display control means control 
display of the number or order (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40). 

19. As per claim 72-75, Peterson et al teach a system further comprising input means 
inputting and initial data for setting up a graph and the number of days setting a period in the 
graph (see fig 14, column 34 lines 59-35 lines 40). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Firmin Backer whose telephone number is (703) 305-0624. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammel can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5484. 
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